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iii. One of the great enemies of 

religious life in the world is a lack of 

simplicity and could easily be a problem 

in Africa and Madagascar. The 

temptation to become a kind of 

bourgeoisie is very strong for us all. If we 

lose this simplicity, then very quickly the 

passion and the fire in our lives can 

disappear. Simplicity of life will enable 

us to be in real solidarity with the poor. 

Article 34 of our Constitutions is very 

clear on this.

iv. You know how strongly I have 

insisted on the importance of the name 

Brother - it is a beautiful name which 

expresses so clearly our way of relating to 

others. It has nothing to do with the lure of 

power, of status, of privileges, of 

possessions etc. It helps to preserve us 

from the corruption that comes from 

privilege, status and power, even in the 

Church. So may we live our Brotherhood 

fully, with unselfish love, giving of our 

ourselves so that others may have greater 

fullness of life living the Brotherhood of 

Christ with everyone, especially young 

people.

v. May some of our long term hopes 

for the centre be gradually realized: 

formation in leadership courses, studies 

in religious life in Africa, inculturation, 

etc. 

I think we have something to chew, to 

ponder and see what we can do about it. 

rothers, I find it very appropriate to go back to the 

roots why Marist International Centre was founded:  Bto form young Brothers well grounded in the faith for 

an indispensable mission to poor children and youth. In the 

words of Bro. Powell Prieur, Bro. Charles Howard had love for 

and faith in the new generation of Brothers. He made sure that 

the project took off. Today we are twenty five years old. His 

motto was la foi solid. Other things come later. This means all 

what MIC offers or can offer should be at the service of la foi 

solid. Not easy task to strike a balance, is it? His prophetic 

leadership will always be remembered.

I would like to share with you his hopes for MIC. He wrote this 

when MIC was celebrating tenth anniversary. Are they valid 

today?

I. May the Marist International Centre continue to help 

form young men from Africa and Madagascar who have listening 

and discerning hearts, alert to the call of the Lord, including those 

manifest in the needs of the young people to whom we are sent. 

These needs have important implications for the kind of 

education we try to give these young people.

ii. The main architects of inculturation of Marist Religious 

Life in Africa and Madagascar will be our Brothers from those 

countries. Brothers with generous hearts who have a keen 

understanding of their 

own culture with its 

strengths and weaknesses, 

and who also have a good 

understanding of Marist 

Religious Life. May the 

Centre continue to give 

i m p e t u s  t o  t h i s  

inculturation.

Back to our roots
Br Lawrence N
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to his law recognizing him 

as the righteous creator 

who is behind all we 

have achieved. God's 

love is not a free pass to disrespect. His 

commandments as captured in our Core 

values. This period also calls for a 

personal revival that requires you to get 

on your knees and admit that your ways 

do not work and to seek His desires for 

your life. 

God, through the school community 

wants to prepare youth for the greatest 

revival the world has ever known. The 

College offers them a spiritual and 

physical renaissance that is more than a 

dream about a bright professional 

future. The Marist International 

University College offers to the youth a 

human education that has workable 

solutions for political, economic and 

social problems in life. It is high time 

we all, in the spirit of renewal and 

celebration, come out firmly in our 

exemplary living in promoting our 

University College by taking seriously 

our Marist core values. Let us all say 

what we believe, believe what we say 

and practice what we believe so as to 

walk the talk. It is all about what we do 

and say. It's all about change in 

accomplishing together the vision of 

the College as we celebrate 25years of 

transformative education.

 

arist School Community wants to change the world 

through education of the youth but there are real Mquestions we need to stop and ask ourselves as we 

celebrate 25 years of Transformative Education: Have I really 

submitted to God and allowed Him to transform me? Further, what is 

my responsibility in ensuring that the spirit of transformative 

education is established to actualize the Marist vision? In my candid 

opinion it's all about change – our positive response towards the core 

values presented to us by the Marist International University College 

(MIUC). This change involves more than attending church. It is a 

complete change of life – Metanoia.

It feels “righteous” for us to publicly denounce the “big” sin of radical 

terrorists – that is an easy one to stand against, or termination of human 

life - which is a terrible crime against humanity or any number of other 

sins. But before we can be the “Light of the world”, we have to take the 

lead in our various capacities in living out the MIUC Core values. 

How can MIUC argue the significance of the ten Core Values as the 

foundation of our college heritage, if our lives are a contradiction 

within and beyond the school premises? If we dishonor our 

parents/guardians, if we are still reluctant in extending a helping hand 

to our colleagues who are in need, if we don't respect our environment, 

if we aid and abet the taking of innocent lives, if we fail to protect our 

neighbor and nation, if we fail to notice that a neighbor is suffering, if 

we are failing in giving direction to our students to discover their true 

potentials? All these issues are embedded in the “Big Ten MIUC Core 

Values”. It is not uncommon that we fight that these core values be 

placed in public places but the moment someone says we really should 

obey them, that person is branded “a legalist”.

Let's stop a moment and examine Lincoln's Proclamation of 

Appointing A National Day of Prayer which reads in part: “And 

whereas it is the duty of nations as well as of men, to own their 

dependence upon the overruling power of God, to confess their sins 

and transgressions, in humble sorrow, yet with assured hope that 

genuine repentance will lead to mercy and pardon, and to recognize 

the sublime truth, announced in the Holy Scripture and proven by all 

history, that those nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord….” 

We are celebrating 25 years of transformative education, however a 

spiritual renewal is also needed where we owe God our submission and 

Transformative Education: It's All About Change  
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dolor sit amet

ulture is all that we acquire as members of a particular society. 

It shapes our modus vivendi and operandi. Do you have Canything that identifies you as a member of a particular 

society? If you do not then you have NO identification document. Be 

proud of that value which has given you an identity, and formed you to 

be the mature man/woman you are appreciated today for. That is why 

you are who you are today. Why discard what gives you an identity? You 

only need to develop it if loopholes are found. Some time we make silly 

errors to think we have inferior cultures and we fail to propagate them. 

This is a big mistake. You are slowly dying because he without a culture 

is as good as a corpse. That traditional regalia you wear identifies you, 

gives you respect and above all puts you in a bond with your forefathers 

who transmitted that invaluable heritage. Failure to cherish what they 

started makes them shed tears from their abode. They see sustenance and 

survival of the precious heritage which some of them gave their lives for, 

dying. You may not want to identify with certain aspects of your culture, 

but since culture is a borrower and a lender, augment yours by emulating 

the intrinsic values from other cultures. 

The best culture is that of Christ as it accommodates all, sheds light to all 

and challenges all cultures to be dynamic. If this is the message of the 

universal culture, why feel ashamed of yours? Let the light of Christ 

transform certain aspects of your culture that are questionable. Why 

brag about “we are superior to others” when Christ challenges all to 

follow his, for a harmonious co-existence? 

CULTURE
Br. Tayu Celestine
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Brothers at the service of the CommunitySuperior General addressing the Community

ome expressed fear when the idea of opening the 

Marist Scholasticate for “a fresh air” to enter. sTheir fear might be a genuine, but time proved 

that it is not wise to think for God or to limit him, so to 

speak, by unnecessarily avoiding to take risk.

The young Brothers have been doing their best in 

trying to combine community life and academics. 

To the greater glory of God, some have fully 

integrated themselves into the system, while others 

or some are trying. The good thing about this 

exposure is that it provides the young Brother with 

the opportunity to carry on their apostolate in a 

very realistic way, especially by their lives.

Last Easter, the community witnessed the Baptism 

of a student, who was touched and at the same time 

felt enchanted by the life of the Brothers, desired to 

join the Catholic faith. He was catechised by two 

Brothers, and when deemed fit for the sacrament, 

he was received into the Church by  Fr Thomas, who 

Evangelization in progress 
Anthony Okoye, fms

presided over the administration of the 

sacrament.

We thank God for all the Brothers who are 

doing their best to making Jesus and Mary  

known and loved and we encourage other 

Brothers as well.
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he foundation day was a great day of joy for 

Marist Brothers, Marist lay, benefactors and Tcollaborators. It is the day we remember the 

unforgettable event undertaken by St. Marcellin 
ndChampagnat. It was on January 2 , 1817 when 

Marcellin Champagnat founded the religious Institute 

of Brothers, under the name of Little Brothers of Mary. 

(C.1). The whole Marist world celebrates this day as 
th

the birthday of the Institute. This year is the 195  

anniversary of the Institute. How was this day 

celebrated in Marist International Center, Nairobi?

L i k e  o t h e r  

M a r i s t  

communities 

in the world, 

in MIC the 

Founder's day 

w a s  

celebrated with joy. In Marist communities when we 

have such feast, we invite people and share this joy 

with them. We share with teachers, students and 

other religious communities around us.

Here at MIC the liturgy was animated by the singing 

commission and the chief celebrant was our resident 

priest Father Thomas Kambele. He started the mass 

by wishing a happy birthday to all Brothers. This was 

not surprising since it was the birthday of the 

Institute to which they belong. After the Gospel, Br. 

Cyprian gave us a reflection about the day. He linked 

the Gospel (Jn1:19-28) with the Foundation Day by 

asking the question: who are you? Are you a Deacon 

or a priest? In the Gospel this question was asked by 

the Jews to John the Baptist .This question has been 

asked to us many times as Marist Brothers.

 He reminded us that the Church sends forth our

Institute, which draws its life from the Holy Spirit in 

order to evangelize people, especially the youths 

through education. Champagnat often said “I cannot 

see a child without feeling an urge to teach him 

catechism, without wanting to let him/her know how 

much Jesus Christ has loved him'' (C.2). This is our 

Charism. Evening prayer that day was well prepared 

and animated by Chanel Fraternity. The prayer really 

helped us to come back to our roots and think about our 

future. At the end of prayer a brother reminded us that 

we should keep our Marist institute alive by promoting 

vocation .He insisted that in years to come if there will 

be no Marist brothers, young people will blame us (Br. 

Charles Howard, the Superior General (1985-1992) in 

his circular Marist Apostolic Spirituality (1992) 

pointed out that we must continue to be faithful to who 

we are and to what we are called to be. The Superior 

General continued to invite Brothers to be men of the 

present, yet always turned toward the future.  Though 

this circular was written in 20 years ago, it is still 

relevant today. I imagine if the Brothers in the 1990s 

had not been what they were supposed to be many of us 

would not have joined Marist Brothers. At this point I 

would like to congratulate the vocation promoters in 

our respective countries for their dedication in keeping 

the Institute alive. I would not forget the members of 

AFA 2: Vocation promotion and YCS here in MIC for 

their commitment.

The foundation day was an opportunity for us to go to 

our roots and to see what Champagnat had in mind 

when he founded the Marist Brothers. As we prepare 

for the bicentenary of our Institute we continue to 

commit ourselves to be apostles of the youth. May 

Mary, our Ordinary Resource be on our side!

CELEBRATION OF FOUNDATION DAY 

 Emilien Twagirayezu, fms
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Two roads diverge in a yellow wood,

And sorry I could not travel both

And be one traveler, long I stood

And look down one as far as I could

And where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then the other, as just as far,

And having perhaps the better claim

Because it was grassy and wanted wear,

Though as for that the passing there

Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay

In leaves no step had trodden black.

Oh, I marked the first for another day!

Yet knowing how leads on way

I doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh

Somewhere ages and ages hence:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I, 

I took the one least traveled by,

And that has made all the difference

Some people do things because everybody else does it and it 

doesn't matter what that thing may be. 

Some people strongly believe that our human nature 

prevents us from living and striving for what is right and 

just; and anyone who sets principles and lives by them is 

acting abnormal or sometimes they say 'pretending' to be 

good. 

Some people would not dare strive against the waves of 

human weaknesses, because it just might make them odd to 

the bigger group of which they are a member. I am not 

against the fact that we are weak. WE ARE! But how weak 

are we if we haven't tried our strength?

Our vows do not make us any different from the people 

without them. LIVING THE VOWS DOES. The Regional 

Letter from Africa to the XXI General Chapter puts it like 

this: some Brothers have developed the attitude of living 

“like anybody” instead of taking their prophetic role as 

consecrated people.

Does this mean we have not understood our consecration 

very well? I doubt. Or living like “anybody” is one of our 

human weaknesses?

Br. Edward Boima

Inspiration drawn from Robert Frost’s poem: The Road Not Taken

Are We too Weak to make a Difference?

The Provincials at 
t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  
General Councilor 
during their annual 
meeting where they 
d i s c u s s  i s s u e s  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
overall running of 
MIC. Indeed they 
have all expressed 
MIC is a real home
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Draw her closer to yourself in her 

everyday experiences

Free her from sicknesses of any kind

Give her enough zeal and strength and 

the eye to see the good works started in 

her will be accomplished

Mary, our Mother, help Sister Rahab 

to be able to love, and with kindness 

make her life happier for others

Lord may you help her not to be 

discouraged by the trials and troubles 

she meets in life.

All this we ask through Christ our 

Lord. Amen 

Childcare Delight
dolor sit amet

ne morning after breakfast I 

rushed to the kitchen to arrange Owith sister Rahab to buy some 

bread for me when the bread-car comes 

around. As I arrived in the kitchen, I met 

some of the cooks and asked to be 

directed to SISTER. I meet SISTER in the 

dining hall as per the cooks' direction, but 

she wasn't the SISTER I asked to see.

I approached her, “Good morning 

SISTER.” She looked at me as if some 

parts of my body were missing and 

retorted, “good morning, Brotha.”

My brief encounter with Sr Faith (the new manager) told me 

something about Sr Rahab’s leaving,  although it was an 

unannounced reality. And all the challenges she might have 

encountered ranging from facing the Administrator of the Kitchen 

to supervising the activities of the cooks were at the threshold of 

ending. It was a sad moment because she was leaving people 

whom she had worked with and had gotten used to. It was sad 

because she was going to miss the cordiality and friendship of 

most Brothers who were indeed close to her. Again SISTER was 

happy or probably glad because she felt she wanted to pursue 

something she thought was not too late to grasp. Whatever it was, 

it made her want to leave gracefully. 

On February 2012 Brothers gathered at the veranda of both the 

dining hall and the visitors' sitting room to bid Sister Rahab 'good 

bye'. The community prayed the following prayer for sister, after 

which she cut the cake and said  'goodbye'. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for this day

We thank you for Sister Rihab

We thank you for her family, her life and for calling her to serve 

you in a special way as an Assumption Sister

Abba Father in this evening prayer, we pray you grant Sister 

Rahab's heart desires

Journey with her in the life you have called her to live

A CHANGE FOR A BETTER COURSE
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year students are selected from the 

academy to participate at the annual 

international Ukraine festival and 

every December they participate in 

Sakata auditions. This brings about 

exposure to the students and the 

winners become self dependent and 

helpful to the society. Mr. Okwemba 

the Deputy CEO at the youth talent 

academy testified that the school has so 

far produced a big number of young 

people who took part in the stated 

competitions and won a big chunk of 

money and are now self reliant while 

other footballers are in the national 

team of Kenya.   

As the government has requested our 

college to offer life skills to these 

students this means that they have 

become Marist students and it may be 

the opportunity for Marist to capture all 

the cups around our college during 

CUEA and Tangaza tournaments which 

has been the desire of our principal.

he academy started in March 2010 through the initiative of the 

government of Kenya under the ministry of youth affairs and Tsports in conjunction with UNICEF. This was in response to the 

cry of the youth especially the vulnerable and marginalized in order to 

develop their talents. The academy offers skills such as music, sports and 

theatre. Recently the government has included life skills which is being 

offered at Marist International University College.

The students at National Youth Talent Academy come from all parts of 

Kenya. The government came up with eight youth centers country wide 

where youths meet and expose their talents. The best participants are 

identified by the facilitators and selected to come for training at National 

Youth Talent Academy. The ministry of education works hand in hand 

with the ministry of sports and youth affairs by insuring that 25% of 

participants in these centers are pupils while 75% are out of school. The 

selection is done every six months, that is, July and December. The 

school going youth find there time in youth centers during holidays.

The main aim of training the youth is to market them at the international 

level in various clubs and develop their skills for self reliance. Every 

NATIONAL YOUTH TALENT ACADEMY

 Raymond Mbao FMS
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hen Br Lawrence announced that the Superior 

General and his council including the Provincials Wand their councils from Africa and Madagascar 

during their extended General Council meeting in Nairobi   were 

to visit MIC  and  have mass  with us, everybody was driven into  

ecstasy and anticipation that none of us could fully explain.

A Malawian saying  goes “When you are walking along a dusty 

foot path at around mid-day 

and you do not see any 

footprints then do not proceed 

as this is a sign that people are 

not using that path” At around 

3pm I bumped into the MIC 

Superior, Br Lawrence. He 

looked busy, occupied and 

was eagerly moving up and down the center to make sure that 

everything was in place. Yes even the sister working in the 

kitchen and the entire staff were as busy as bees, so that at supper 

our visitors would have enough to swallow and go back with 

their stomachs filled to capacity. One could see the MIC 

Administrator Br John Bwanali driving up and down. By 5.30 

pm almost all the visitors had arrived at the center.

During Mass, the young brothers at the center produced their 

masterpieces of Kiswahili songs. Fr Patrick Thawale from the 

Catholic University gave a moving homily on this day of the 

Feast of the Holy Innocents. Just as Joseph took responsibility of 

taking Jesus and Mary into safety for fear of Herod's wrath, Fr 

Thawale called on the Marist brothers especially our superiors to 

take responsibility of the people entrusted to their care. God used 

the death of these children, innocent as they were to show 

humanity that His ways of doing things are not our ways 

concluded Fr Thawale.

Upon arrival in the cafeteria, Br Ocheme 

took charge of the proceedings and the 

other activities that followed. Of course 

after opening prayer and remarks the 

Angels were called upon to visit our 

guests, you could see some hiding their 

faces behind their brothers afraid of the 

heavenly hosts. Our visitors were served 

with a delicious meal courtesy of Sr 

Rahab  and her team. All this was spiced 

up by the music, various dances and 

songs prepared by the young brothers at 

MIC. Br Superior General gave a 

beautiful remark here when he called on 

the brothers to realize how delicate and 

essential “their call” is. He described the 

Institute as an eco-system which had to be 

maintained and nurtured if it is to be 

effective. He stressed that our vocation is 

very fragile and therefore is to be handled 

with care and prayer….” What a moving 

remark. The Brothers on their part 

assured the Superior General through 

their clapping that they would take his 

remark seriously so that the candle lit by 

St. Marcellin would continue giving light 

to the world as observed in their song…. 

“Light up your candle…….”

Yes, it was a great moment for the center 

and indeed for all the brothers at the 

center. Almost the entire institute was at 

MIC!!!!!! Come again we implore 

you?????

The Superior General  and his Council visit MIC

Br Dan Banda

Page 13 of 19



Right  to  Li fe ,  Surv iva l  and  

Development (Art. 6) and The Right to 

Participate (Art.12). Should these 

principles be put into practice, there is 

a certainty that the children will cease 

suffering from all these kinds of abuses 

and probably enjoy life to the full.

Back to those who have knowledge of 

how to protect, defend and promote the 

rights of children. How have you 

empowered others to know and 

promote these rights of  children? This 

knowledge, I think should be well 

grounded in each of the Marist 

Brothers and Lay Marists who are the 

ministers of the youths. At a personal 

level as a Marist Brother or a Lay 

Marist, do you defend, protect and 

promote the rights of the youths in 

your daily apostolate in schools, 

pa r i shes ,  hosp i t a l s ,  p r i sons ,  

orphanages and streets? Or, do you 

promote violence, abuse, neglect, 

harassment and oppression against the 

youth?

Remember, even Jesus calls the 

children to draw closer to him. Why is 

the world abusing, harassing, 

neglecting, oppressing, and violating 

them? As the followers of Christ, let's 

stand up to protect and promote the 

rights of the children. 

 

nless you are sensitized, you will not know you are 

acting in ignorance in some things. When you walk, Ustand, sit, open this or that paper, and switch on to TVs, 

radios, what do we hear and see? Children being: harassed, 

abused, violated, oppressed and neglected. What is our role 

today?

Thanks to Bother James Jolly (FMS), the Director of the Child 

Rights Advocacy team for FMSI in Geneva who out of his 

generous heart imparted the knowledge of the rights of children to 

MIC Brothers. To be specific, second years. Some other Brothers 

who wanted to profit with the second year Brothers in this 

enriching workshop of December 2011, the door was  opened for 

them. 

 The question to those who took part in this workshop was that: 

what is the way forward in defending and promoting the rights of 

the children? Brother James surely did the best. Have we stopped 

hearing this heartbreaking news of violating, oppressing, 

harassing abusing and neglecting the innocent children? Should 

our ears and eyes be opened to the world of children? Every hour 

and every day, we hear and see children being maltreated in one 

way or the other.

There are some aspects of child abuse that are conducted by those 

who claim to be the defenders and promoters of the rights of the 

children either knowingly or unknowingly. Physical abuse which 

involves the actions that cause physical harm to children; sexual 

abuse that includes forcing or enticing a young person to enter 

into sexual activities; emotional abuse which involves continuous 

emotional ill-treatment of children and finally neglect which 

includes the omission or paying zero attention to the conditions of 

life of children that expose them to significant harm or impair 

their development.

Are there some guiding principles to the promotion of children's 

rights? The Convention on the Rights if the Child (CRC) present 

to us four of them that underline the requirements for any or all 

rights of the children to be realized. These include: Non 

Discrimination (Art.2); Best interest of the children (Art.3); The 

 PROTECT, DEFEND AND PROMOTE  CHILDREN'S RIGHTS?

Patrick Banda (FMS)
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Joseph Udeaja. He cured the 

emotional trauma of the young 

brothers, saving them from premature 

high blood pressure. He provided 

computers that are almost the number 

of brothers in the centre. It might 

appear simple, but it is indeed a right 

thinking in the right direction, and at 

the right time. This is a noble 

achievement because it drove away 

from Marist International Centre the 

spirit of superiority and inferiority 

complexes among the young brothers. 

It actually subpedalled the spirit of 

pride that propelled into the reality of 

our consecration as brothers. Marist 

International Centre may have 

c h a n g e d  s t r u c t u r a l l y ,  a n d  

academically, but the spiritual 

standard is maintained.

Bravo to the past and present 

administration of Marist International 

Centre for your effective and quality 

jobs you have done and are still doing. 

May Jesus and Mary always be your 

guide.

he efforts of the administration of Marist 

International Centre to maintain the status quo is Thighly commendable.

In August 2011, when the provincials and district superiors 

stormed Marist International centre and expressed their 

disappointment over the disastrous approach of 

technology in the lives of the young brothers, they agreed 

to abolish the ownership of sophisticated gadgets. This 

decision raised uproar in the community and discomfort in 

the young brothers. The superior's aim in conjunction with 

the Provincials’ and the District Superior’s for taking this 

decision was not to discomfort the young brothers, but to 

save them from the consequences of the efforts to acquire 

some of these gadgets.

This decision launched us into a historic drama which will 

be indelible in the history of Marist International Centre. It 

also substantiates the efficacy of prayer from a broken 

heart. During this event a voice was heard shouting in the 

midst of the young brothers and the superiors saying: 

surrender and obey your superiors, trust in them for they 

are your fathers, they know what is good for you. Behold 

this soft and gentle voice was the voice of the Superior of 

Marist International Centre (Br. Lawrence Ndawala).

In a similar development, the liturgy commission was 

touched by the sorrow of the young brothers. They decided 

to  select on a daily base the song titled Surrender all, in 

order to uplift the spirit of the young brothers who were 

mourning their gadgets.

Subsequently, the tone changed, I have heard the cry of my 

people, whom shall I send. A man of integrity, an 

indefatigable leader in his full dynamism as an erudite 

scholar rose up and accepted to go for us. This is the 

Principal of Marist International University College, Br. 

 THE STATUS - QUO OF THE MARIST INTERNATIONAL CENTRE

Br. Obinna Osuagwu.
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were relaxed thinking that  

experience is the same as success. 

Then came the long awaited day. 

And the first years played against 

the second years and emerged 

victorious. while in the second 

match, the third years lost to the 

fourth years. This meant the two 

losers, (2nd and 3rd years) were to 

compete for the 3rd position while 

the 1st and 4th years, respectively, 

had already taken the first and 

second positions. 

After the match, when the trophy 

had  been presented, I interviewed 

one of the first year Brothers and he 

told me they are capable of winning 

the title in subsequent tournaments 

for as long as they remain in MIC. 

At the moment I would like to say to 

t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  b r o t h e r s  .  

“Ayikoooooooo……..”

 

 

Once upon a time, MIC took the initiative to animate their 

2011 Christmas, 2012 New Year and the 2nd January 

celebrations. It was told on that faithful day that these 

important days would be celebrated with soccer.  The first 

years were to take on the 2nd year Brothers while the third 

year Brothers  were pitting against  fourth year Brothers. 

After the groupings had been done, each  group started 

murmuring among themselves - we will emerge winners of 

this tournament. 

It made me wonder, whether all the groups were going to 

emerge as winners. But I doubted because with every game 

that I have witnessed growing up there have never being two 

winners in a soccer competition. There is always a looser and 

a winner in every event especially when it comes to sporting 

events. So, I told myself under the warmth of my breath we 

shall look forward to the outcome.

Interestingly, I am a third year Brother,  what came out of my 

mouth were excuses:  we the third years have good players 

although many of them have injuries. And so we may not go 

very far into this competition.  Other Brothers said to me do 

not use this as an excuse if you are defeated. As the long 

awaited day drew near, the first year Brothers, fresh from the 

novitiate, started intensive training in preparation for the 

matches ahead. While the second and third year Brothers 

Dorbin Emmanuel (fms)

MIC TEAM OF THE YEAR

Background: Marist Lay/Brothers 

from Australia pay a visit to the 

community where they had the 

opportunity to take participate in 

the liturgy.
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   Joke

       A hungry man is the happiest man.

Once upon a time there lived a hungry man who was 

always angry for no apparent reasons. He would not get 

rid of his anger because he was always hungry. One day 

he decided to seek help from a wise man who helped 

him to discover the root cause of his anger. When this 

hungry man entered the house of this wise man he 

demanded for ugali, rice, and okro. Later, the wise man 

gave the hungry man a stick and pointed at the road that 

seemed endless. When this hungry man saw a pot along 

the road, he was to point and say:  “pot, pot, pot, can I 

have something to eat, I am hungry” and the pot will 

reply I have no food.

As he went further, he met another pot and asked: “can I 

have something to eat”? The pot replied “I only contain 

food of laughter”. All of a sudden, after this hungry man 

had finished eating, he started laughing, laughing, 

laughing and finally went back to thank the wise man 

for showing him the way of becoming the happiest 

man.

25 yrs of MIC

Twenty five years have passed.

What do we have to hold unto?

What have we achieved?

And where have we gone wrong, failed?

And how ready are we to straighten.

Where will the next 25 years meet us?

Rejoicing or regretting,

Expanding or quitting,

Playing at the fringe of reality or toiling.

That is determined by how we celebrate this 

one

And what plans we put in place for the next 

25years 

Have we been building or destroying

Eating or working, 

Then it is time to be balanced and focused.

This is not one man's job, 

A collective effort is needed,

Of all within the Marist family.

Let's support one another on this venture

Encourage one another on this vision

Bring our minds together in Champagnat's 

mission.

Since we all have a feedback to him,

By virtue of belonging to the Marist family.

 Tayu Celestine fms.
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from the most immediate levels to 

universal scale. Many times we think of 

ourselves far too frequently as just 

individuals , separated from one 

another , whereas we are connected and 

what we do affects the whole world, 

when we do well, it spread out; it is for 

the whole of humanity.

After having been challenged by the 

role of being a prophet it also reminded 

me of the experience I had as a novice 

whereby the master of novices always 

mentioned 'a brother as the fifth 

Gospel' and is this gospel that all people 

no matter what may be the ability of the 

individual will be able to read it, this 

being our life as religious and as Marist 

Brother who most of the times interact 

with children and young people around 

our schools and our parishes where we 

teach catechism. The question that 

comes to my mind is what kind of 

Gospel do I portray and if people were 

to be given a chance to write about me 

what could be the kind of a person 

would they say I am? To be prophet 

involves a lot of sacrifice and that also 

can only be achieved through prayer, 

dialogue among Brothers and fraternal 

correction as the Extended General 

Council invites us to do.

The extended general council for Africa took place at the House of 

the Little Daughters of Saint Joseph, located near the Marist 

International Centre. It is in a forum of conversation with some 

brothers who attended the Extended General Council that came and 

I became aware of how Brothers shared their experiences and how 

they felt the heart of our call as Brothers.

The Extended General Council strongly expressed the importance of 

the prophetic roles and the process of deepening in ourselves the 

centrality of Christ as the source and reason for our life and mission 

as Marist brothers. It also mentioned that Africa is a young continent 

in many ways, it has a large number of young brothers at MIC, the 

Centre of Post-Novitiate formation, 102 Brothers from different 

Provinces with great energy and a young average age. On the other 

hand, the overflow of children and young people in all the societies 

that make up the continent with evident challenges for the Marist 

mission. Without allowing ourselves to be overwhelmed by the 

more superficial aspect of this reality we believe that only from a 

heart strongly anchored in Christ, lived in the way of Mary, will it be 

possible to give adequate responses with consistency and strength 

necessary to transform the most urgent realities.

The Extended General Council also accentuated the fraternal 

dialogue which emphasized the importance of focusing our life and 

mission on Christ and his Gospel, lived in the style of Mary. Brother 

Emily's presentation stressed the irreplaceable role the commitment 

to develop a spiritual life and an experience of prayer capable of 

sustaining and giving vitality to our life must play. Inspired by the 

proposal of the XXI General Chapter inviting us to generate a 

dialogue characterized by 'fraternity', a Decalogue of points were 

presented to be taken into account in constructing a true 'fraternal 

dialogue within our provinces and also in councils themselves, 

convinced that what we do or neglect to do affects the whole system, 

THE EXTENDED GENERAL COUNCIL 
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Childcare Delight
dolor sit amet

thOn the 29  of November 2011, the Brothers of 

L'hermitage fraternity had the opportunity of visiting 

“nyumbani waze”, a home for the aged run by the Little 

Sisters of the poor. This house is located just opposite 

the kasarani stadium at Kasarani itself. So it took us 

about an hour and a half to get there after 

encountering many challenges along the way. We 

were going there for our advent project of 2011.

What struck me just as we got there was an old man 

who opened the door for us just to confirm that we 

were really at the home for the aged. We were well 

received by one of the Sisters of that community who 

took us around showing us the various old people they 

had there as well as the facilities available. As we 

moved round, we came across very old people of 

various categories. Some were so excited to see us while 

others did not look pleased at all. Some were confined 

to the wheel chairs and others to their beds. For most of 

them, everything had to be done for them.

The Sister who took us round shared a little bit about 

their mission to us. She said they lived on providence 

and did not accept any grants from the government 

due to the strings that these grants came along with. 

She further mentioned that begging was 

part of their way of life as they begged in 

order to help the old and poor ones they 

assisted. Finally she gave us the criteria 

they used in admitting people at their 

home; such a person must be at least 

65years old, he/she must really be poor and 

needy and finally he/she must have no 

other means of survival. Some of the people 

they admitted did not meet these criteria. 

The reason she gave was that they had been 

deceived. Once such a situation is noticed, 

the person concerned is asked to leave the 

home and put on with his or her relatives. 

As we moved along, we entered the room of one of 

the patient, Sr Elizabeth. Apparently she appeared 

to be asleep with some tubes connected to her nose. 

On further enquiry, we came to discover that Sister 

Elizabeth had come to their house for a little rest. 

However, she fell down and developed a stroke 

which paralyzed her. She could therefore not do 

anything for herself and had to be fed with tubes. 

She was unconscious and had been in that 

condition for the past two years. This taught us to 

be grateful to God for our lives.

Finally on our way home, we may a Sister from 

India aged 97 gently moving around. She did not 

look like someone who was 97years old, yet she 

was. She had spent the last 30years of her life in 

Kenya. After interacting with her, she told us three 

things. “Live a good life, pray and do what God 

wants you to do in order to be happy”.

She was the last person we met on our way home. 

Our advent project was a success and it was a good 

opportunity for us to be reminded of what we will 

all be and look like once we begin to reach a certain 

age.

Nyuambani wazee – a unique experience
Br Cho Nchang
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Childcare Delight
dolor sit amet

The young Brothers 

from West Africa, 

Kumasi Novitiate, 

saw it fitting to 

remember their one 

y e a r  r e l i g i o u s  

experience.

This came as a result 

of their reflection on 

their life as religious 

h e r e  i n  t h e  

Scholasticate. They 

say it necessary to 

t h a n k  G o d  f o r  

enabling them to 

begin, and after one 

year, they could see reason why the life is worth living and felt encouraged to continue.

It was not a big celebration as such, for the journey has just begun, but a way of taking stock of their life 

as religious and to revitalize themselves to forge ahead given the demands of the future mission.

They had recollection, the Holy Mass and a light refreshment where they shared their experiences and 

encouraged one another. Indeed, it brought them more closer to one another and helped them in the 

light of their experiences to see hope and motif to journey on. We thank God for everything, and we 

continue to pray for many fruitful years in the Lord’s vineyard.

Commemoration of the first vows

Anthony Okoye, fms
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For comments and suggestions, kindly contact MIC Digest through;

Marist International Center
P.O.BOX 24450 – 00502, Karen – Nairobi 
Email: champagnatmediagroup@gmail.com
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